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Abstract

This study aims to describe the attitudes of elementary students towards online visiting
lectures and teacher problems while teaching in the Covid-19 school closure period. The
visiting lecture was conducted to relieve the boredom of online learning. The novelty of
online visiting lecture conducted at elementary school level in Covid-19 school closure
period. This study sample comprised 48 third grade students at a private elementary
school in Bandung, West Java, Indonesia. This study used a qualitative approach. The
data were collected through observation and interviews with elementary school students.
The results showed that the students' attitudes towards online visiting lecture in Covid-19
school closure period were very good. The students engaged in learning actively. When
the visiting lecturer asked questions, the students answered the questions confidently. In
conclusion, the visiting lecture can be held in Covid-19 school closure period when
students need a new online learning atmosphere. In Indonesia, Covid-19 pandemic has
lasted more than 1 year, and it causes boredom of online learning. Holding visiting lecture
is an effective way to increase students’ learning interest and motivation so that the online
teaching and learning process runs more efficiently.

Keywords: Covid-19; elementary school; online visiting lecturer

1. INTRODUCTION

The first Covid-19 case was found in
Wuhan at the end of 2019, and the virus
has spread over the whole world quickly
(Harits et al., 2019; Manullang et al.,
2020). In early 2020, the World Health
Organization (WHO) reported that
coronavirus, a type of virus that causes
Covid-19 disease, was a dangerous virus
(Ashokka et al.,, 2020; Reznik et al,,
2020). In this condition, all countries try

to stop the spread of the virus (Nuere &
de Miguel, 2020; Pandey et al., 2021). To
deal with this problem, the government
orders a national or regional lockdown
which the movement of people is
controlled through the closure of roads,
public places, schools, etc. Students are
not allowed to go to school. Alternatively,
students take a distance learning
program (Huang et al., 2020; Zhu & Liu,
2020).
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The coronavirus has entered and
spread quickly in Indonesia since March
2020. Like other countries, Indonesia's
government also orders territorial
quarantine so that students must take a
distance learning program that is usually
conducted online or conducted using the
internet (Putra et al., 2020). Based on
the previous studies, distance learning
implementation due to Covid-19 school
closure has many obstacles. The biggest
obstacle is the internet network (Lapitan
et al., 2021). Students who live in cities
may not have a problem to access the
internet. However, students who live in
rural areas have the problem to access
the internet because the internet network
is not good, so the online classes do not
go efficiently. The other problem is that
the teachers do not know the real
problems faced by their students. There
are many obstacles to students joining
online classes, but preventing a wider
spread of coronavirus distance learning is
the best way. Teachers conduct online
classes as effectively as possible. Some
advantages of conducting online classes
during Covid-19 school closure are 1) the
flexible class schedule, 2) the unlimited
number of students in one class 3) the
enablement of parents to accompany
their children joining the online class 4)
the increase in the ability of teachers to
use technology.

After more than 1 year of conducting
online classes, teachers have made many
ways to make the teaching and learning
process run efficiently. For elementary
students, learning atmosphere and
interest are very important. Basically,

elementary students prefer to play to
learn, so teachers have to create a fun
class atmosphere. For example, teachers
can facilitate learning through play.
There are many ways to increase
elementary students' learning interest
one of which is facilitating learning
through play (Acikgll & Aslaner, 2020;
Martin et al., 2017; Mulyani et al., 2021),
blended learning (Arrosagaray et al.,
2019; Fitri et al., 2019; Lapitan et al,,
2021), and other interesting games.
However, this method is quite difficult to
implement in distance learning. Teachers
have to find other learning methods that
can improve students’ learning interest.

A visiting lecture has been around
since the 1900s. It is often held in the
university and has a good impact on
students (Manukonda et al., 2019). A
visiting lecturer is invited to teach,
lecture, or perform research on a topic
the visiting lecturer is valued. A visiting
lecture held on campus or online has the
same good impact on students' learning
interest and gives new experience to
students. A visiting lecture is used to
improve students’ learning experience,
share knowledge among educational
institutions, and introduce real-world
problems to schools.

A visiting lecture is usually teacher-
centered learning that the focus of
instruction is on the lecturer. In the
previous study, Li and Guo carried out an
experiment on the use of student-
centered learning in the visiting lecture.
This study aimed to increase students’
participation and satisfaction in question
and answer sessions. Furthermore, many
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studies on visiting lectures have
successful results such as the study of
Kumar and Lightner (Kumar & Lightner,
2007) which used games in the visiting
lecture and the study of Hiroko Y et al.
(Yako-Suketomo et al., 2019)which was
conducted at 11 schools aimed at
increasing students' awareness of the
danger of cancer through a visiting
lecture.

Some studies show that students’
learning motivation is influenced by the
learning model and teachers' pedagogical
skills (Bakar et al., 2010; M. C.-L. Huang
et al., 2020). Another study finds
negative reactions and decreased interest
in learning when teachers only use
traditional teaching methods (Hutajulu et
al.,, 2019). The study of Hartnett
(Hartnett, 2016) suggests that students’
motivation is very important in online
learning, and a visiting lecture brings
new learning experience which can
increase students’ learning interest.
Based on these previous studies, it can
be concluded that a visiting lecture can
increase students’ learning motivation
and interest.

Of the many studies on Vvisiting
lecturers, the researchers conclude that a
visiting lecture is widely conducted at the
university, especially in the department
of science. However, there is no study on
a visiting lecture at elementary school.
Similarly, there is no study on online
visiting lectures in Covid-19 school
closure  period. Both of these

backgrounds make this study have a
novelty value.

Based on the explanation above, this

study aims to:

1. Analyzing teachers' problems
when delivering the
teaching/learning materials online
in the Covid-19 school closure
period.

2. Analyzing elementary students'
attitudes towards an online visiting
lecture as a method to increase
students' learning interest and
give students new learning
experience after 1 year of having
online classes.

2. METHOD

This study is a qualitative study to
describe students' attitudes towards
online visiting lectures and teacher
problems when teaching during the
coronavirus situation. One of the
researchers played a role as the visiting
lecturer and observed the students’
expression, the students’ participation,
the way the students answered the
questions from the visiting lecturer, the
frequency of students in asking the
visiting lecturers which indicated learning
interest and motivation. The population
was 48 third graders of an elementary
school in Bandung City, West Java,
Indonesia. The data was collected
through interviews and observation. The
data collection procedure is in the figure
1.
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The researcher as the visiting

ANALYSE make an appointment when the

visiting lecture would be held.

The researcher and the teacher
determined the learning topic —

lecturer went to the school to —
to be discussed in the visiting

The researcher made a
preliminary observation of the

online learning situation.
lecture.

The researcher prepared a slideshow
DESIGN presentation and a lesson plan which

& contained a detailed d

The researcher prepared the research

DEVELOPMENT
learning topic.

course of instruction includinrg the agree

y instrument that was interview guidelines.

When lecturing, one of the
researchers as the visiting
lecturer tried to increase the
students’ motivation

IMPLEMENTATION

EVALUATION

The researcher gave questions
that provoked the students to

The researcher observed the

. students.

Figure 1. The data collection procedure.

The analysis and evaluation process
time is 7 weeks, from 10 February 2021
to 28 March 2021. The data obtained
from the observation was analyzed
qualitatively. The data obtained from the
interview was used to evaluate the
teaching and learning process.

The research video data with a
duration of 2 hours was analyzed using
MAXQDA software. Researchers coded
each student's  expressions  and
responses in a simple code during visiting
lectures.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

a. The Analysis of the Teaching and

Learning Process

The class was conducted online with
Zoom application at 9 in the morning, 13
march 2021. To start the class, Miss
Susan, the teacher, asked the visiting
lecturer to introduce himself. He was
from Guangxi Normal University, China.
Miss Susan read and motivated the
students to be able to follow the visiting
lecturer’s instruction well because she
thought that joining a visiting lecture was
a great opportunity. She also said that
the visiting lecture aimed to provide the
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students new experience and new learning atmosphere.
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Figure 2. The visiting lecturer was opening the class

The visiting lecturer opened the class
by greeting the students warmly (figure
2). The visiting lecture was conducted on
the Chinese New Year holidays, so the
visiting lecturer extended Chinese New
Year greetings. Based on the
observation, there were some problems
faced by the visiting lecturer when the
class just started. The first was that the
students did not turn on their cameras.
As a result, the visiting lecturer did not
know what the students were doing. The
visiting lecturer also did not know if the
students were doing other things during
the online class. If the students did not
turn on their cameras, the Vvisiting
lecturer would not know the students’

learning  environment.  Unconducive
learning environment certainly would
affect the students’ learning
achievement. Chen (2020) states that
conducive learning environment  will
increase students’ motivation. Similary,
Valtonen T et al. (Valtonen et al., 2020)
state that a conducive learning
environment helps students prepare
themselves for new knowledge.

For this reason, the visiting lecturer
asked the students to open their cameras
and communicate with the visiting
lecturer. The visiting lecturer asked easy
questions at the beginning of the class to
become fun and interactive. Eventually,
39-42 students turned on their cameras.
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When the students turned on their
cameras, the visiting lecturer found that
some students had less conducive
learning  environment. The visiting
lecturer saw some students on the street,
and they studied in an open area where

N tone portammn oo

m e

many people could distract their

attention. For this reason, the visiting
lecturer advised the teacher to ask the
parents to help their children having a
learning

conducive environment.

Figure 3. The teaching and learning situation.

The second problem was that the
students turned off their microphones
and were passive during the class. The
students only listened and looked at the
slideshow presentation given by the
visiting lecturer. As a result, the visiting
lecturer could not ensure that the
students really understand the materials
given. For this reason, the Vvisiting
lecturer prepared many interesting
slideshow presentations with a realistic
approach. The realistic approach is one
of the learning approaches that have

been around for a long time. There are
many studies on the development of
realistic-based learning media (Alim et
al., 2020; Putri & Zulkardi, 2018; Van
den Heuvel-Panhuizen & Drijvers, 2014;
Zulfah et al., 2020). Learning with a
realistic approach also shows better
results compared to learning with a
traditional approach (Herawaty et al.,
2020; Utari & Zulkardi, 2019; Zaranis &
Exarchakos, 2018). A realistic approach is
an approach from the Netherlands. The
realistic  approach makes learning
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meaningful and interesting by bringing
the classroom atmosphere to the real

The implementation of realistic-based
slideshow presentation and student-
centered learning showed a positive
reaction at 32th minute and 6th minute.
The students seemed excited and
interacted with the visiting leacturer. The
students got excited to answer the
questions from the visiting lecturer. The
class became full of noisy students
discussing. The students were also not
afraid to make mistake when answering
the questions. The visiting lecturer
encouraged the students to answer the
questions and work on the problems on
the slideshow. Occasionally, the visiting
lecturer told his personal experience to
give insights to the students. This is in
accordance with the study conducted by
Rotgans (Rotgans & Schmidt, 2011) that
when students feel the class is very fun,
students will be active in participating in
teaching and learning activities. De
porter (Chotimah et al., 2018; Excell et
al., 2020; Wijaya, Jianlan, et al., 2020)
states that students who pay attention,
listen, and interact with the teacher can
gain the teacher's knowledge faster than
the passive students.

b. Students’ Attitudes towards
Online Visiting Lecture in Covid-
19 School Closure Period

At the end of the class, the visiting
lecturer interviewed 3 third-grade
students chosen randomly to find out

world situation (Tamur et al., 2020; Van
den Heuvel-Panhuizen & Drijvers, 2014).

their responses towards the visiting
lecture. The interview transcript is below:
The first question:

Visiting lecturer: Are you happy to
study online with a visiting lecturer?

Student VA: Very happy. I learned
through play. The class atmosphere is
different from the usual class which the
teacher delivers. Even my younger sibling
is happy to join the class.

AS Student: I'm very happy to know
you and gain new knowledge and
atmosphere. The way you teach is very
different.

Student OV: Very happy. I'm excited.
Hopefully, my teacher often invites a
visiting lecturer.

The students’ responses indicated
that the visiting lecture made the
students excited, active and bring new
learning experience for the students.

The second question:

Visiting lecturer: What did you get
from today's lesson?

Student VA: I got many things, new
experiences, and I was happy to learn
even rgough the class was conducted
online.

AS Student: 7 am motivated to be a
visiting lecturer because you know many
things. And I want to study abroad.

Student OV: I get a new enthusiasm
for learning. I'm excited to learn if there
is a visiting lecturer.

The second question is a question for
students to reflect on their learning that
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teachers usually ask students at the end
of class. The students’ responses
indicated that the \visiting lecture
increases students’ learning interest and
motivation. Also, the visiting lecturer
encouraged the students to review the
materials from the previous meeting. Zou
P et al. (Zou et al., 2019) state that a
visiting lecture increases students’
learning interest and motivation.

The third question:

Visiting lecturer: Did the class give
you new knowledge?

Student VA: Yes. I understand better
about animals even though this topic has
actually been studied before.

AS Student. Of course, I got a lot of
new knowledge.

Student OV: Not only do I get new
knowledge, but I can also solve everyday
life problems.

The students” responses indicated
that the visiting lecturer improved their
comprehension and the realistic
approach made them closer to everyday
life. Both visiting lecture held online and
on-campus make students be
enthusiastic, give  students  new
knowledge and experiences, and serve as
an effective teaching strategy (Alebaikan,
2016).

The fourth question:

Visiting lecturer: Do you have any
suggestions for learning in this Covid-19
school closure period?

Student VA: Yes. In my opinion,
inviting many Vvisiting lecturers is very
fun.

AS Student: T7eachers must be good
at teaching. Don't just explain the
materials because it makes me sleepy.

Student OV: you can use video
learning.

The students’ responses indicated
that after students had learned for about
1 year online, they needed to use new,
different and unique learning methods to
increase their learning interest and
motivation. The students' suggestions
can be used to improve the effectiveness
of online learning in the Covid-19 school
closure period. This fact can occur in all
learning processes that are saturated
with a lack of variety of methods. In
conclusion, need a new learning methods
at any given time to keep students'
learning interest and motivation.

This study proves that visiting lecture
can be conducted at the university level
and at elementary school level. It is
proven to improve elementary students'
understanding, learning interest and
motivation, bringing new atmosphere
into online learning. In this Covid-19
school closure period, Vvisiting lecture
can still be held online. Online visiting
lectures can save more money and time
because the visiting lecturer does not
need to go to school to teach students.
The visiting lecturer can use Zoom
application or other silimar applications
(Hoffman & Johnson, 2002; Murphy,
2020; Wijaya, Ying, et al., 2020).

The implementation of the visiting
lecture was successfully carried out
online in Covid-19 school closure period
in Indonesia. Based on the interview
results, it was found that first the teacher
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must  improve  her  technological
pedagogical knowledge (Akyuz, 2018; Lin
et al., 2013; Pamuk et al., 2015). Having
good technological pedagogical
knowledge helps teachers to conduct
effective  learning including online
learning. Students are also always
excited to gain new knowledge given by
their teachers. Second, the teachers have
to be sensitive to their online class
situation in the Covid-19 school closure
period. Debra A (Allen & Fraser, 2007)
states that there is an effect of learning
environment on students’ achievement.
Teachers have to pay attention to the
students’ learning environment whether
it is condusive or not (Zhao et al., 2021).
Lizbeth (Ramirez et al., 2014) stresses
the importance of the role of parents in
achieving students’ success. Teachers
can also regularly conduct parent
meetings in this Covid-19 school closure
period to discuss the best way to teach
the students to learn well in this Covid-19
school closure period.

4. CONCLUSION

This study is a qualitative study to
describe students' attitudes towards
online visiting In this study, the
researchers conclude that visiting lecture
for elementary students is very effective
and efficient. The visiting lecture also has
many benefits when conducted online in
Covid-19 school closure period. The
visiting lecture in this study presented
the way of how to deal with passive
students in online class by creating a
new and attractive class atmosphere.
The visiting lecturer also received

positive responses from the students.
This study was conducted in Indonesia at
the time of Covid-19 school closure. It
may produce different results when it is
carried out in other countries. The
researchers suggest that further studies
on visiting lecture can be conducted at
junior and senior high school level with
more specific subjects such as chemistry,
biology, or social studies.
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