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Abstract 

 
The purpose of this study was to determine the relationship between reading interest 
and students' reading comprehension ability. Research approach using quantitative with 
correlational study method. The subjects of this study were students of class VA and VB 
at SD Negeri Karya Bhakti totaling 90 students. The sample was taken by 47 students, 
then this study was obtained using a five-scale questionnaire for the Reading Interest 
and Reading Comprehension Ability variables using tests. Therefore, from the data 
obtained, it was found that a moderate relationship between reading interest and 
reading comprehension ability was seen from the accumulated calculation results, which 
was 30% such as using the time to read books in the library, while 70% is influenced by 
other factors such as students who are motivated by the teacher to increase reading 
interest so that students can to read a comprehension and other factors are also 
influenced from outside of students, namely when doing tasks, students are guided and 
assisted by parents. . Based on the results of the research above, it can be concluded 
that there is a positive relationship between Reading Interest and Reading 
Comprehension Ability in class VA and VB students of SD Negeri Karya Bhakti Odd 
semester of the 2019/2020 academic year. 

 
Keywords: elementary school; reading comprehension ability; reading interests. 
 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 

Education can be said to be of quality 
if it produces quality graduates, 
education is an activation process in 
which there is an atmosphere of teaching 
and learning. One of the drivers of the 
success of education from learning 
activities. Effective learning activities 
include reading, which is a process 
carried out by individuals to obtain 
changes in knowledge and to achieve 

learning goals in the affective, cognitive, 
and psychomotor domains. Learning 
objectives will not be achieved properly if 
the learning process does not go well 
(Gunawan, 2019). 

Reading interest is very important in 
learning. Therefore, reading needs to be 
nurtured and accustomed to since school 
age. By having a penchant for reading 
books, students will be embedded in 
having a high reading interest. The 
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interest in reading books is not only for 
books available in libraries or only fiction 
books, but also for textbooks in schools. 

However, there are still students who 
are not interested in reading (Halim, 
Hermita, & Kurniaman, 2020), this has 
also received attention from the 2018 
Program for International Student 
Assessment (PISA) placing Indonesia in 
74th place out of 79 countries, aka sixth 
from the bottom in the category of 
reading, science, and mathematics. 
Meanwhile, the lowest score obtained by 
Indonesia is in the Reading category, 
which is 371 (OECD average 489). Based 
on a survey conducted by UNESCO in 
2012 on reading interest in 61 countries. 
Indonesia is only 0.001 percent or is in 
the lowest rank of the countries 
surveyed. 

Based on the results of observations 
and interviews with the homeroom 
teacher of class V SD Negeri Karya 
Bhakti, the homeroom teacher stated 
that some grade V students whose 
reading ability is still low are less than 
KKM 78. One of the low abilities is due to 
the lack of interest in reading, many 
students do not visit the library. during 
breaks, but playing in class and in the 
schoolyard, as well as many who snack 
and there are still students who are not 
fluent in reading. This is the lack of 
reading interest of students, the 
homeroom teacher also explained if 
reading awareness was lacking. Reading 
interest needs to be used from an early 
age, when a child is just learning to read, 
the child's reading interest will get used 
to it when faced with reading. But 

children's reading interest is still low, lack 
of interest in reading is influenced by the 
desire of oneself and the environment. In 
general, reading interest is only carried 
out at certain times, some students still 
feel lazy with reading activities because 
they think that reading is boring. 

The relationship between reading 
interest and reading ability has received 
attention from several researchers, 
including Setiawan (2016: 40), explaining 
that there is a positive relationship 
between reading interest and reading 
comprehension ability in elementary 
students. The higher the reading interest, 
the higher the reading comprehension 
ability, conversely the lower the reading 
interest, the lower the reading 
comprehension ability of elementary 
students. Khofiah (2015: 70) states that 
reading interest and reading 
comprehension ability have a positive 
relationship. So any increase in the 
independent variable, namely reading 
interest, will affect the increase in the 
dependent variable, namely reading 
comprehension ability. Based on the 
results of observations made at SD 
Negeri 32 Banda Aceh, it was found that 
there were some IV students of SD 
Negeri 32 Banda Aceh whose reading 
ability was less than the KKM 75. 

Based on the background of the 
problems described above, the authors 
are interested in researchig to find out 
how much the relationship between 
reading interest and reading 
comprehension ability of students in class 
V at SD Negeri Karya Bhakti, Cipanas 
District, Cianjur Regency. 
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In connection with this title, the 
limitation of the problems in this study 
are as follows: 1) The literacy movement 
in schools has not been maximally 
carried out in all subjects. 2) The low 
reading interest in students is still low. 3) 
Students think that reading is a boring 
activity. 4) Lack of reading 
comprehension skills of students in 
answering questions. 

Based on the background description, 
problem identification and problem 
limitation above, the research problem 
can be formulated as follows: Is there a 
relationship between reading interest and 
reading comprehension ability of 
students in Class V at SD Negeri Karya 
Bhakti, Cipanas District, Cianjur 
Regency? 

Reading interest is the desire and 
activity of a person that comes from 
within himself to carry out all activities 
such as reading, writing and others. As 
Rahayu et al (2016: 191), Hendrayani 
and Ade (2017: 239) suggest that 
reading interest is a strong motivation 
and desire for someone to read, a high 
desire to read in a person can lead to a 
passion to read so that someone will 
always trying to get reading material to 
meet his needs. 

Many factors affect the reading 
interest of students who come from 
within or from outside, as stated by 
Mustika and Lestari (2016: 19), 
Wicaksono (2017: 405), Sahrandi (2018: 
143) revealed that there are several 
factors influencing interest in reading, 
these factors include factors from within 
the individual and factors from outside 

the individual. These two factors 
contribute to growing someone's reading 
interest. 

Increasing reading interest in students 
needs to be done with several efforts and 
methods that must be done by families, 
communities and educational institutions 
in line with Karim (2014: 52) and Kasiyun 
(2015: 88) states that increasing interest 
in reading can be started when children 
are still not able to read. Activities that 
can be done among the family are 
storytelling, the availability of reading at 
home, discussing the contents of the 
books that are read, visiting bookstores, 
getting used to giving gifts of books. 

Reading interest will not be created if 
it is not used from an early age so 
reading interest must be grown from an 
early age so that students can get used 
to reading, as Rachmadi (2019: 19) and 
Darmadi (2018: 152) argue that growing 
interest in reading from an early age is 
positive and It has many benefits, among 
others: it can instill a habit of happy 
reading because books are a storehouse 
of knowledge and for young 
children,books can add new vocabulary 
so that children will be good at 
communicating and developing creativity. 

From the various theories above, it 
can be synthesized that reading interest 
is an activity carried out with 
perseverance and strength in reading, 
the emergence of reading interest in a 
person can be influenced by several 
factors, namely interest that comes from 
nature and interests that arise due to 
external influences. Reading interest 
needs to be grown from an early age so 
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that someone will get used to reading by 
involving the family environment and 
school. 

Reading comprehension is an activity 
to understand the content of reading, 
Rahayu's opinion (2015: 17), and Firman 
(2018: 13) Reading comprehension is a 
reading activity to understand the 
content of the reading, both express and 
implied from the reading material.  

The purpose of reading 
comprehension is so that we know the 
problems we read down to very detailed 
matters, Khasanah and Cahyani (2016: 
162), and Kaban (2015: 6) argues that 
the purpose of reading comprehension is 
to carry out the reading process to 
understand the ideas conveyed by the 
author. 

Some factors affect reading ability, 
generally, the reading ability referred to 
is addressed by a person's understanding 
of the reading they read. According to 
Salam (2018: 25) Factors that affect 
reading comprehension: factors cognitive 
processes, general knowledge, reasoning 
abilities, intelligence factors, socio-
economic factors, sensory factors, 
fluency factors Reading comprehension, 
one of the reading skills that is in the 
highest order, to maintain reading, it is 
necessary to have external 
encouragement in improving reading 
comprehension. According to Simbolon 
(2019-16) improving reading by 
reciprocal teaching is a learning activity 
that takes place using reading strategies 
used by good readers to enhance others. 

Based on the theoretical studies that 
have been put forward by experts on the 

ability to read comprehension, it can be 
synthesized that the ability to read 
comprehension is a reading activity that 
understands reading content, text, 
tables, diagrams or graphs quickly and 
accurately, reading comprehension is 
influenced by several factors, namely 
cognitive factors. , general knowledge, 
reasoning abilities, intelligence, socio-
economic, sensory, fluency. Improve 
reading comprehension. 

 
2. METHOD 

The research was conducted with a 
correlational approach. This correlation 
research was carried out on the fifth 
grade students of SDN Karya Bhakti. 
Conducted in the even semester of the 
2019/2020 school year. The population in 
this study were all students of grade V 
totaling 90 students. The sample used in 
the study was carried out with the Taro 
Yamane formula. The total sample of      
the study was 47 students in grade V. 
The research aims to determine the 
relationship between two variables, 
namely the independent variable (X) in 
this study is reading interest and the 
dependent variable (Y) is the ability to 
read comprehension. 

The data collection technique of this 
research used a questionnaire method 
and test questions to collect data from 
students who were selected as 
respondents to obtain information about 
the relationship between reading interest 
and reading comprehension skills of fifth 
grade students at SDN Karya Bhakti, 
Cipanas District, Cianjur Regency. 
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Instrument testing was carried out on 
30 respondents. The validity of the 
reading interest questionnaire trial of the 
Pearson Product Moment formula and 
the reliability test using Cronbach's Alpha 
calculation. While the validity of the test 
questions on the reading comprehension 
ability used the point biserial formula, the 
reliability test used the KR-20 formula, 
the difficulty level test, and the 
distinguishing power test. 

Before the statistical hypothesis test is 
carried out, the research data must first 
meet the requirements of the analysis 
using the estimation standard error 
normality test and regression linearity 
test. The research method used is a 
survey research method with 
correlational techniques. 

 
3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The description of this research data is 
grouped into two parts, namely 
consisting of the dependent variable data 
group, namely, the results of reading 
comprehension (Y), and the independent 
variable data, reading interest (X) which 
is described in the form of descriptive 
statistics. Description of each data, 
namely the lowest score, highest score, 
range of scores, mean (mean), middle 
value (median), frequent values (mode), 
standard deviation (SD), sample 
variance, and total score. 

By the results of the calculation of the 
regression equation analysis in the 
transmission diagram image above, it 
shows that there is a positive relationship 
and shows the closeness between the 
two variables provided that the positive 

correlation variable Y will increase if the 
variable X increases. If variable X is 
controlled, variable Y will also be 
controlled. The correctness of the 
regression results above is used to test 
the hypothesis of whether there is a 
positive relationship between reading 
interest (X) and students' reading 
comprehension ability (Y). The functional 
relationship between X and Y is 
presented in the form Ŷ = 7.76 + 0.10 
where X is significant. 
 

 
Figure 1.Functional Relationship Scatter 
Diagram for Reading Interest Variables (X) 
and Students' Reading Comprehension Ability 
(Y) 

 
The results of the statistical analysis 

above show that there is a positive 
relationship between reading interest and 
students' reading comprehension ability. 
This means that the research hypothesis 
is acceptable because reading interest 
contributes to reading comprehension 
skills. The results of the Product Moment 
analysis show a correlation coefficient of 
0.55. This means that there is a 
moderate correlation between reading 
interest and students' reading 
comprehension ability and its direction is 
positive. 
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Based on the significance test results 
of the correlation coefficient, the results 
of the significance test of the correlation 
coefficient are obtained, namely the 
hypothesis examiner using the Pearson 
Product Moment correlation test. The 
results of the analysis showed a positive 
relationship between reading interest and 
reading comprehension ability with the 
equation Ŷ = 7.76 + 0.10X. Furthermore, 
the results of the significance test of the 
correlation coefficient obtained tcount = 
132.18 while 2.021 and dk 45. So that 
tcount> ttable is 132.18> 2.021. The 
comparison of the two values obtained 
shows that tcount> ttable which shows 
that reading interest (X) and reading 
comprehension ability (Y) are significant. 
Because the correlation coefficient 
obtained is positive, it means that the 
higher the reading interest, the higher 
the reading comprehension ability will be 
obtained. The relationship between 
reading interest and students' reading 
comprehension ability is indicated by a 
correlation coefficient of 0.55. The 
coefficient value shows that there is a 
moderate relationship between reading 
interest and reading comprehension 
ability by using the time to read books in 
the library, and students can master 
vocabulary in reading indicated by the 
coefficient (r2) of 0.30 with a coefficient 
of determination of 30 %. 

The results of this study are supported 
by the results of research by Setyowati, 
Purnomo, Sukardi (2017) that reading 
interest and reading habits are positively 
and significantly related to the reading 
comprehension ability of 55% in fifth 

grade elementary school students in the 
Suroto Cluster (r = 0.746, R = 0.556). 
the relationship between reading interest 
and reading habits with reading 
comprehension skills. 

In addition, the research conducted by 
Mulyani and Nurliana (2017) entitled 
"The Relationship between Reading 
Interest and Reading Comprehension 
Ability in Grade IV Students of SD Negeri 
32 Banda Aceh" The results of this study 
indicate a significant level 𝛼 = 0.05 and 
dk = n-2 = 63-2 = 61. The data analysis 
showed that the regression equation 
value for reading interest was 48.649 
and the reading ability test regression 
equation value was 0.447. 

Furthermore, "The Relationship 
between Reading Interest and Reading 
Ability" has received the attention of 
several researchers including Setiawan 
(2016) who explained that there is a 
positive relationship between reading 
interest and reading comprehension 
ability in elementary students. The higher 
the reading interest, the higher the 
reading comprehension ability, 
conversely the lower the reading interest, 
the lower the reading comprehension 
ability of elementary students. 

The research on the relationship 
between reading interest and reading 
comprehension ability was carried out by 
Khofiah (2015) entitled "The Relationship 
between Reading Interest and Reading 
Comprehension Ability in High Grade 
Students of SD N 1 Karangsari" The 
results of hypothesis testing showed the 
correlation coefficient (r count)> r table. 
(0.590> 0.234) with a significance level 
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of 5% with the number N = 71. The 
price of the correlation coefficient 
indicates a positive relationship between 
reading interest and reading 
comprehension ability of high grade 
students at SD N 1 Karangsari, Pengasih 
District, Kulon Progo Regency in the 
2014/2015 academic year. This means 
that any increase in reading interest 
variables will affect the increase in the 
variable. reading comprehension skills 

In addition, the relationship between 
reading interest and reading 
comprehension ability was carried out by 
Octaviani (2017) entitled "The 
Relationship between Reading Interest 
and Reading Ability in Indonesian 
Language Subjects for Class IV Min 1 
Lampung Selatan Students" The method 
used was the product moment 
correlation with a significant level of 5 %. 
The results of calculations using the 
product moment correlation formula 
obtained rcount = 0.977 and r0.05; 47 = 
0.288, then rcount> r0.05; 47. So H0 is 
rejected, this means that there is a 
relationship between reading interest and 
reading comprehension in Indonesian 
subjects, in a very strong category. The 
contribution of the influence given by the 
reading interest variable (X) to reading 
comprehension (Y) is 95.64% 

Referring to the results of research 
and relevant research, it can be said that 
reading interest has a relationship with 
students' reading comprehension ability. 
Thus learning discipline should be impro 
to improve learning outcomes. 

 
4. CONCLUSION 

Based on the discussion of the results 
of the research that has been carried 
out, it can be concluded that there is a 
relationship between reading interest and 
reading comprehension ability of 
students in Class V at SD Negeri Karya 
Bhakti, Cipanas District, Cianjur Regency. 
There is a positive and significant 
relationship between reading interest and 
reading comprehension ability. This is 
visible. Reading Interest with Reading 
Ability. Understanding of the correlation 
value r is 0.55 which means that the 
relationship between variables is 
moderate. With the results of the 
coefficient of determination (r²) = 0.30, 
which means reading interest contributes 
30% to reading comprehension skills. 

Based on the overall results of the 
research conducted, there are several 
suggestions by the researcher for the 
next researcher, namely this research 
uses simple regression analysis 
techniques, should use more than one 
factor that affects Reading Interest, so 
that it can be seen the magnitude of the 
influence of other factors on Reading 
Comprehension Ability, and this research 
can also be used with a case study 
research method using interesting 
learning media so that students are 
interested in reading. 
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